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Core value 6: We desire to be a body that glorifies God by developing and 

employing each member’s spiritual gifts as stewards of God’s grace in 

serving Christ and others.  

Core value 7: We desire to be a church body that utilizes its members in a 

team approach to leadership and ministry under the headship of Jesus Christ.  

The reason I have lumped our 7
th
 core value in here this morning with our 6

th
 

is because it is an overflow from #6. The reason we want a “team approach 

to leadership and ministry” is because we believe the body of Christ best 

functions out of a plurality of gifts.  

Much of the language for our 6
th
 core value comes out of 1 Peter 4:10-11:  

 

I Peter 4:10-11: “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving 

one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

 

Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever 

serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all 

things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory 

and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 

I Peter 4 gives us a number of insights on spiritual gifts:  

1. Each believer has been given a special gift (vs. 10). 

2. Our spiritual gift is to be employed, or put into action (vs. 10). 

3. These gifts are not to be self-serving but for a means of serving 

others. 

4. Our gifts are to be exercised as a stewardship of God’s grace.  

5. God is to be the focal point of our gifts, not ourselves (whether 

speaking gifts or serving gifts).  

6. The purpose of our spiritual gifts is to glorify God by honoring 

Christ as we exercise our gifts under His authority (for the building 

up of His body—I Cor. 14:12). 

So in light of these last two core values, I’d like to address the topic of 

spiritual gifts by turning our attention to Romans 12.  

There is a progression of thought in Romans 12 that is noteworthy. It is a 

progression of thought that should provide for us an ordering of priorities. 

Let me first point out this progression and then we’ll go back and unpack the 

implications of how these priorities relate to each other.  

1. Give yourself first to the Lord (vs. 1) 

2. Give yourself to the maturity of humility (vs. 2-3) 

3. Give yourself to one another in service (vs. 4-8) 

 

Unfortunately, the church often gets these priorities reversed. Service is 

emphasized ahead of the character development of spiritual maturity through 

the Word and the need to abide in Christ. When that happens we begin to 

look more like a social organization than a Spirit-filled body.  

 

By the way, I can’t help but point out the correlation between the flow of 

thought in Romans 12 and our vision as a church: 

1. Give yourself first to the Lord�Loving Jesus with all your heart 

2. Give yourself to the maturity of humility�Living the Word 

(renewing your mind) for transformation of  heart (humility) 

3. Giving yourself to one another in service �Serving People from the 

heart. 

 

Why must we give ourselves first to the Lord?  
 

Because giving ourselves to the Lord first enables us to dethrone self. And it 

is self-centeredness, “thinking too highly of ourselves,” that keeps us from 

serving others effectively. But a life of worship, which keeps God in right 

perspective, allows us to see ourselves correctly.  

 

Romans 12:1 calls us to a living death to self. “Therefore I urge you, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 

sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.”  

True selfless servanthood can only be born out of God-centered living. 

Abiding in Christ allows us to serve out of the reservoir of God’s grace rather 

than our own strength, which easily burns out.  



But if, like Jesus, our lives are a living sacrifice to God, then neither people’s 

flattery nor insults will derail us from God-honoring servanthood. Romans 

12: 1 is about imitating Jesus. When Jesus went to the cross, He said very 

little to those who were abusing Him because it wasn’t about His 

persecutors—it was about His Father’s will. His life was a living sacrifice to 

God.  

 

Yet, God-centered, sacrificial living doesn’t come naturally to us. It requires 

the humility of verse 3, “For through the grace given to me I say to everyone 

among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to 

think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of 

faith.” But humility does not come naturally to us either. By nature we are a 

prideful people. We need to “be transformed by the renewing of our mind” 

(vs. 2). How do you renew your mind? You fill it with the truth of God’s 

Word which overcomes our prideful, self-oriented thinking with the true 

reality of God’s perspective.  

 

I can’t stress enough our need to war against pride in our lives. Just yesterday 

I was reading in Jeremiah 48 & 49 where God pronounces railing judgment 

against Moab, Ammon, & Edom for their pride and arrogance—trusting in 

their own achievements and treasures. He said, “The arrogance of your heart 

has deceived you” (49:16). So we can’t take lightly a verse like Romans 12:3, 

which admonishes us not to think too highly of ourselves. “God is opposed to 

the proud but gives grace to the humble.” (James 4:6; I Peter 5:5).  

 

So where does genuine humility come from? There’s a clue at the end of vs. 

3: “As God has allotted to each a measure of faith.” We are dependent upon 

God’s grace, even for our faith, which is essential. Not only are we saved by 

grace through faith, Paul said that whatever is not from faith is sin, and even 

our spiritual gifts are activated through faith. Biblical faith by nature is 

dependence upon God’s grace. You’ll never get to humility if God is not 

your starting point.  

 

Humility comes from a true understanding of God’s grace.  

� Humility says, “I can’t think too highly of myself (or too little) 

because I am an undeserving recipient of God’s grace.” 

� Humility says, “I can’t think too little of my brother/sister in Christ 

because they are created in God’s image and redeemed by His 

grace.”  

Before Paul launches into a discussion on spiritual gifts in vs. 4-8, He 

prefaces his teaching with a call to humility. Let me suggest four reasons 

why humility is so essential to exercising spiritual gifts: 
 

� Humility keeps you from the sin of envy/jealousy when you see 

others around you with greater gifts.  

Vs. 6 says that “we have gifts that differ according to the grace given 

us.” 

� Humility will keep you from the sin of pride if others around you 

seem to have “lesser” gifts.  

� Humility will keep you from giving undue credit to yourself for the 

benefits of your gifts.  

We cannot take credit for our giftedness—it is a gift from God 

through which the Holy Spirit works to produce spiritual fruit. That 

means that God should receive all the glory as Paul just emphasized 

in the last verse of Romans 11: “For from Him and through Him 

and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.” 

(Rom 11:36).  

� God is more interested in who you are (and who you are 

becoming) than in what you do. Obviously what you do (behavior) 

is very important to God, but it is only the symptom of what is in the 

heart.  

Jesus said that a good tree produces good fruit and a bad tree 

produces bad fruit; “a man speaks out of that which fills his heart.” 

(Luke 6:43-45).  

Life Principle: What you do is the overflow of who you are. 

Serving must never short-circuit your growth in character and 

spiritual maturity but rather be the manifestation of God-centered 

growth.  



So it’s evident that humility is essential in ministering our spiritual gifts, or 

grace-gifts, to one another. You should think of spiritual gifts as a 

stewardship of grace: They are given to us as a proportion of God’s grace 

(Rom 12:6) and they are to be given to others as a means of God’s grace      

(I Peter 4:10). So we are simply to be the transmitter through which God’s 

grace flows to others.  

If we are going to be good stewards of God’s grace through the exercise of 

our spiritual gifts, then we need to understand how God has designed the 

body of Christ (vs. 4-5). 

In vs. 4-5 Paul now gives us 4 necessary truths for understanding the body of 

Christ:  

1. There is one body made up of many members. 

 

Vs. 4&5: “For just as we have many members in one body, and 

all the members do not have the same function, so we who are 

many, are one body in Christ.” 

Paul uses our physical bodies as an illustration of the body of 

Christ. There are many individual members, but together they 

make up one body that carries out the will and desires of the head. 

So we are to be the hands and feet that carry out the will and 

desires of Christ.  

2. Each of the members has differing functions. 

Vs. 4: “all the members do not have the same function.”  

We all have a special role to play in the body of Christ because of 

our God-given uniqueness. All the members are equally important 

yet have different roles to carry out. But if some of the members 

don’t function well, then the body becomes disabled.  

3. The differing members find their unity in Christ, their head.  

 

Vs. 5: “we, who are many, are one body in Christ.”  

 

There is a diversity that is good and God-given in the body of Christ, 

and what makes that diversity work is the maturity of each member 

yielding to Christ as the head.  

 

4. The individual members belong to one another.  

 

Vs. 5: “individually members of one another”  

  

It’s one thing for us to say that we belong to Christ, but it’s more 

difficult for us to recognize that we belong to each other.  

This means that we can’t just stay in our own little worlds. We have 

a responsibility toward one another. There must be a certain level of 

vulnerability with each other if we are going to dispense God’s grace 

to each other in meaningful relationships.  

 

In a family, the children not only belong to the parents, they are also 

siblings. They have a unique responsibility toward each other 

because they are one family.  

 

Just as one family is made up of many members, so the church is one body 

made up of many members.  

 

Just as each family member has a different role, so each member of the body 

has a different function.  

 

Just as a healthy family finds its focus/purpose/direction through godly 

parental leadership (especially fathers), so the body of Christ finds its unity 

and direction under the headship of Jesus. 

 

Just as the individual family members belong to one another, so the members 

of the body have responsibility to love, care for, honor, and serve one 

another.  

 

This is the context in which we are to exercise our spiritual gifts; giving 

ourselves first to the Lord, then to the maturity of humility, serving one 

another in Christ.  

 



The Spiritual Gifts of Romans 12 

The following descriptions of spiritual gifts correspond to the list 

given in Romans 12:6-8. While this is not an exhaustive list, many 

people will discover that they have one of these gifts mentioned in 

Romans 12.
1
  

� Prophecy ~ The God-given, grace-empowered ability to speak 

forth the truth of God’s revelation to edify, exhort and console 

God’s people
2
, often exposing sin by measuring the condition 

of God’s people against the plumb line of God’s Word. 

� Service ~ The God-given, grace-empowered ability to serve 

God (through serving others) by identifying practical needs and 

making use of available resources to meet those needs.  

� Teaching ~ The God-given, grace empowered ability to make 

the truth of God’s Word clear and applicable with accuracy and 

simplicity in such a way that others will learn.  

� Exhortation ~ The God-given, grace empowered ability to 

comfort, counsel, and encourage others in such a way so as to 

motivate them to take action (or experience help or healing 

from their counsel).  

� Giving ~ The God-given, grace-empowered ability to joyfully 

and generously give of one’s resources (whether great or small) 

to meet kingdom needs and help people in need.  

� Leadership ~ The God-given, grace-empowered ability to 

establish direction and goals and then administrate and 

empower others in such a way as to meet those goals (Godward 

influence).  

� Mercy ~ The God-given, grace-empowered ability to 

compassionately comfort those who are suffering or in sorrow. 

 

                                                           
1
 See also 1 Cor 7:7; 12:8-10, 28; Eph 4:11; 1Peter 4:11 

2
 1 Cor 14:3 

How to Discover Your Spiritual Gifts 
 

For many people, discovering how God has uniquely gifted them 

involves a process. The following steps are suggested to help you 

discover your God-given uniqueness.  
 

� Inventories: Spiritual gift inventories are a series of 

questions that help you process how God has uniquely 

wired you. While they are by no means self-sufficient or 

definitive, they can be helpful.   
 

� Pray: Ask God to show you and others in the body of 

Christ what your spiritual gifts are.  
 

� Get involved in ministry: Even if you don’t know what 

your specific gifts are, begin serving in a ministry that you 

feel you can contribute to. Every ministry needs a variety 

of gifts (teachers, leaders, servers, etc.).
3
 As you serve you 

will do so out of your giftedness and create an opportunity 

for yourself and others to recognize your gifting.  
 

� Watch: Be on the alert for what makes you passionate, 

what energizes you, and where you seem to be specifically 

fruitful.  
 

� Seek and listen to godly council from others in the body 

who know you and can observe you. Ask them to pray with 

you about discerning your gifts.  
 

� Study the Scriptures that deal with spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 

7:7; 1 Cor. 12-14; Eph. 4:8-13; 1Peter 4:10-11; Rom. 12:1-8). 

 
 

*Remember the greatest ministry is love (I Cor. 13; Rom. 12:9). 

 

                                                           
3
 Note that there are a variety of gifts, ministries, and effects (1 Cor 12:4-7).  


